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About IMSA 
The original concept of the school came from a curriculum design workshop convened by Friends of Fermilab 
and the Corridor Partnership for Excellence in Education in December, 1983. The workshop was funded by the 
Illinois Department of Commerce and Community Affairs and a grant from Brooks McCormick. The workshop 
was the inspiration of Dr. Leon Lederman, Director of Fermilab, who first proposed the concept in September of 
the same year. Attending the workshop were secondary teachers of all academic subjects, school administrators, 
professors and administrators from six major Illinois universities, as well as professionals and scientists from 
Argonne National Laboratory, Fermilab and the High-Tech Corridor industries. The legislation for the school was 
sponsored by Senator Forest Etheredge (R-Aurora). Governor Jim Thompson formed a Task Force on the Quality 
of Mathematics and Science Education in Illinois. In its summary, the Task Force stated: "There is a widely 
recognized perception that the nation is facing a crisis in fulfilling its needs for citizens trained in the fields of 
science, mathematics, and technology. . .the state of Illinois has an obligation toward this national issue and to its 
own need." 
1985-86 
The Board of Trustees was formed in October 1985 with educators and professionals from around the state. The 
National Advisory Board was established in May 1986. Senate Bill 730, establishing the school was passed by the 
legislature in October of 1985. 
Borden Mace was hired as interim director of the school in January 1986. Mace was first principal and 
administrator for the North Carolina School of Science and Mathematics. By February, Student Selection, Building 
and Facilities, and Curricular Committees were ready to draw up recruitment materials and plans for residence halls. 
Information materials and applications were sent to 6,000 municipalities, schools and principals in the search for 
the gifted students. Responses and applications were returned by April and letters of acceptance were sent to 216 
students in June. 
The Board of Trustees hired Dr. Stephanie A. Marshall, a former Board member and Superintendent of the Batavia 
Public Schools as the permanent Director in July, 1986. Also in July, the state legislature appropriated $3.5 millon 
for the first year of operations of the school, and an additional $5.4 million for construction of two dormitories 
and repairs to the existing facility. The Illinois Capital Development Board broke ground for the dormitories 
August 11, 1986. The two dormitories are expected to be completed by January, 1987. Current plans call for the 
construction of seven additional dorms to accommodate future classes. 
About the Students 
The incoming class of 210 students was selected from an application pool of over 750 from around the state. 
Over half of the applications came from the Chicago metropolitan area and surrounding counties. Of the 
incoming pioneer class, 120 are males, 90 are females. The average SAT verbal score is 537 and an average SAT 
math score is 620 {the national average scores of college-bound senior is 425 and 460 respectively). 
The selection committee began screening the applications in March of this year. The panel of 25 professionals 
were not given the SAT scores for the students. Instead, the committee, consisting of professionals in education, 
gifted programs, industry and civic and minority organizations, evaluated the students on their accomplishments 
or achievements. Points were given to these accomplishments in the context of the students' environment. The 
applications were then turned over to the Academy staff who combined the evaluation scores with the SAT scores 
and grades. Two hundred sixteen students were invited to attend the Academy. As written in the Legislative 
Guidelines, the Academy's student population will mirror the diverse ethnic, geographic, and socio-economic 
background of the applicant pool. Students will receive their education at the Academy without charge for 
housing, tuition, board or books. It is anticipated that future classes will include students from other states and 
foreign countries (not to exceed 10%), however, those students will be required to reimburse the state for their education. 
"A Pioneering Educational Community" 
About the Faculty 
Seventeen teachers will form the faculty for the pioneer class. All full-time teachers have a minimum of a Masters 
Degree, some have a Doctorate. All staff and faculty have taken their jobs with only a one year contract. Some 
have come from other states, all looking for an opportunity to teach and develop programs in a creative and 
innovative environment. 
In addition to the full-time staff and faculty, students will be exposed to some of the best minds in science, 
industry and government through seminars and special lectures. The graduating class of 1989 is expected to place 
at the Sophomore college level at most universities. 
About the Geographical Location 
The Academy is situated in close proximity to the 1-5 High-Tech Corridor, encompassing Aurora, Batavia and 
Naperville. The area has seen an explosion of recent growth that is also affecting local economies. Aurora 
(defined as dawn in the dictionary), recently announced the issuance of the largest number of building permits in 
its history, during the first six months of this year. The city of just over 81,000, offers a diverse religious 
community and several small performing arts groups. The city is also within 40 miles of Chicago with its vast 
cultural and educational assets. 
About the Director 
Dr. Stephanie A. Marshall is a former New York resident, having been born in the city of New York and 
attending Queens College, part of the New York City College system. She is a product of gifted programs in New 
York and travelled to the University of Chicago for her Masters in Curriculum and Philosophy. She earned her 
Doctorate degree in Educational Administration and Industrial Relations from Loyola University in 1983. She has 
been with the Batavia Public School district for over ten years as Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, and 
most recently as its Superintendent. She has taught students from the fifth grade level through the graduate level 
in education and has earned innumerable honors and honorary appointments, including being named as One of 
North America's Top 100 School Executives; selected by the EXECUTIVE EDUCATOR magazine, and two 
Kettering Foundation Fellowships. Dr. Marshall served as one of the members of the State Task Force assigned to 
develop the concept of the Academy. She was hired in July as the school's permanent Director, after a Search 
Committee screened applicants from across the country. 
About the Building 
The 93 acre, $9 million high school building was purchased in 1985 from the West Aurora School District. The 
facility, built in 1977, served as a middle and high school building for three years. It was leased to Waubonsee 
Community College fo two years before it was completely closed in 1984 because of declining enrollments. 
Of the four public residential schools in the United States, the Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy is the 
most modern of the facilities. The building has a capacity to serve 1500 students with a large library, auditorium, 
small theatre, music and art rooms and a specially-designed greenhouse. The large gymnasiums are 
complemented by a generous swimming pool. 
Construction is underway for two residence halls. The building features 330,000 square feet of space, one story 
with a mezzanine, and 125 modified open-space classrooms. 
